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IM & FOSTWAR GRAMERCY APARTMEMNT, AR ART DECO DEVOTEE WORES WITH HIS
LOMGTIME DESHGMER TS CREATE A HOME REMIMNISCENT OF THE ROARIMNG TWEMNTIES

WAITTEY BY LEILAN]I MARIE LABDMNG {OTOGRAFHY BY FRAWCIS SMITH

IMNTERIOR DESIGH Marman MeCrary, N Mak Intericr Design
ARCHITECTURE Ann Macklin, AT Architecst, PC
HOME EVILDER Andrew Mulling, Fhilsp Andréews LLE
BEDROOMS 1 | BATHROOMS 2 | SQUARE FEET 1,450

LUXE

2.png

278



3.png



4.png

5 a child visiting Badio City Music Hall for the

. first time, Howard Williams found himself instantly
L enamored by architect Donald Deskey's Art Deco
; masterpieee, “To me, it epitomized all the glamour
and excitement of New York City,” says Williams, Decades later,
Williams is now the proud owner of High Style Deco, a gallery he
opened in 2004 selling furniture, lighting, art and accessories from his
favorite time perod. Coincidentally, his apartment in Gramerncy, once

inhabited by a star of the Ziegfeld Fallies, is just as ritzy.

After working with designer Normman McCrary on two previous
apartments, Williams didn't think twice about contacting him when
hie made the mowe to his third spartment in the city. And though both
homeowner and designer saw the Art Deco movement as one of the
mast dazzling design periods in history, they recognized that like many
things that tend to be showstoppers, a linde ediving poes a lons way, “To
pataphease Coco Chanel, no outhit is complete without first taking off

one piece of jewelry,” says McoCrary.

Before MeCrary could truly start, an architecroral “rightening” was
itn order. Helmed by Ann Macklin, the gut renowation cured the
[rametcy apartment of a dreadful case of r"||-'|_;-|.|-'| T sruffed 'i."ll"l'!.?] Howors,
dated Formica cabiners and stagnant, cdosed-off spaces. Once it was
McCrary's turn in the apartment, he stopped at nothing to capture the

“wonr factor” his clisnt was hoping for.
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“OMTINUED FROM PAGE 277 The kitchen leatures a tike backsplash and tle
flooring by Artistic Tile in ceel neutral tones,
. : ] n .
We decided to e Tl and SEEY far this apartment, MoCrary HH[‘:-].:l'n.':. paired with a Sub-Zero refrigeratar, Bertazzani

. : | 4 cabingt MCKB, To keep the 0
Amhber lighting casts a warm glow in niearly every nook and cranny, and S b TS g e A
= ’ from leeling one-nale, designer Morman MoCrary

the seatings graceful curvy lines invite guests to linger, Elsewhere in added warm brass counter stools by EG Cody clad
the apartmeant, MoCrary's vision shows up in the architectural details, e i e
inchiding a monumental slab of sleek onyx that transforms a fireplace
surround inte an elegant statement piece, as well as concave columns
in the living voom that are finished with a rich ombre design. In the
foger, an impressive granite-mica walloovering by Phillip Jetfries tows
the line berween grit and glam. Describing the dynamic interplay
between these unique elements, McCrary notes, “There's a fuidity to
the shapes which enables the eye to mowe effortlessly around the room,
stopping to enjoy the art or the sculptural quality of the lighting, The

larger architectural elements, provide a calm place for the eye to rest.”
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Some edits were necassitated "|5.' the I‘:"":I-Il:.lrlglﬁ HE"‘:.I'-rJI!'u]lI archirecTonics
For instance, the mere rJ|-:lII-£:|‘|r it l:l':.firlg meantiful 1.-.'h.ra.---£'.|.:|:~"-. rile floors
it the foyer and kitchen required the adwice of a structural enginesr, who
ultinnately axed the plan to continue the tils installation throughout the
dining room. Builder Andrew Mulling seized the opportunity to tuwmn this
kink into a green affair "We placed a soundproofing product made of
FECH led tires nnder the tile Aoors and refinished the sxisting oak floors

in the dining room instead of putting in entirely new Aooring,” he says.

For other, more festive, reasons, the dining room is espedally important
to the homeowner, who decded to fiimn an existing second bedroom
into an alluring space where he could, for example, féte his parents’
S0 weoding anniversary with friend= and farnily, as he did last f&ll
Although the golden Venini chandeliers, epic Mladk-lacquer sideboard and
croc-patterned chairs create a rich alchemy that seems more befitting of
monumental celahrations thas Chinese take-out for one, Williams insists
thar the voom is intendad fo |:_Hi]f..' use, "] grew up in a house where we
useid certain vooms only on speclal vocasions,” ke says. "This place is roo

heanriful nat to be lived in every single day.”

LUXE TERIORS 4 | i IE1



